
We would like to thank Mr. Neil Hunt and Mr. Glenn Robinson, the 
music staff, and concert hall staff at Churchlands Senior High School 
for their ongoing support in making WACO possible. Thank you for 
helping us to change lives through music!

Thank you also to the volunteers, partners, committee, and all other 
people who helped to make this performance a possibility. We 
couldn’t do it without you!

Music is a powerful tool that can be used to 
uplift, comfort, and inspire us. That is why we 
have launched our new charitable community 
projects. 

These projects will see groups of musicians 
visiting hospitals, underprivileged schools, 

prisons, and nursing homes to bring sunshine into the lives of those who 
need it. We are also granting local charities with some tickets to each 
concert to give to their beneficiaries. 

By purchasing your ticket today you are helping WACO to fund these 
projects and to change lives through music.  

Thank you for your support! 
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In 2007 Samuel Parry began studying classical performance at university. Throughout his first 
year of study he was impressed by the high standard of his colleagues and of everyone’s 
enthusiasm to make as much music as possible. He’d also noted the then lack of musical 

opportunities over the summer holiday period, 
and decided that something needed to be 
done! As a result, the Western Australian 
Charity Orchestra was born.

The orchestra and choir presented their first 
ever performance in February 2008 in the 
Perth Concert Hall under the direction of 
Burhan Güner and Donna Taylor. The 
performance was given to raise funds for the 
Princess Margaret Hospital Foundation. The 
whole event was met with such enthusiasm 
that many performers requested for this once-
off project to become an annual event. In 
February 2009 the ensemble again performed 
in the Perth Concert Hall to raise funds for 
charity.

Despite many enthusiastic volunteers, the project was put on hold following the February 
2009 performance as Sam served as a full-time missionary for his faith in Auckland, New 
Zealand from 2010-2012.

After returning to Australia and continuing his music studies 
at university, many old WACO participants expressed their 
enthusiasm for the WACO concerts to start up again. The 
annual concert project began again and the orchestra and 
choir performed in the then brand-new Churchlands Concert 
Hall in February 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016. WACO 
fundraised for various charities including Legacy, Youth 
Focus, The Esther Foundation, CanTeen, DreamFit, Redkite 
and Guide Dogs WA. From 2008-2016, WACO raised in 
excess of $100,000 for these organisations.

In December 2015 Sam experienced a personal tragedy 
through the accidental death of his 21-month old son, River. 
The event caused Sam to re-evaluate his future plans, and 
after much thought he decided that WACO needed to 
become a focus of his life, and much more than an annual 
event.

A Decade of Changing Lives Through Music 
Our Story 
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* Denotes Section leader **Denotes Soloist

Faye, Sam, Mel and Jordan celebrate backstage in the 
Perth Concert Hall after the successful February 2009 

concert.

The Wind Symphony rehearses 
The Planets
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Western Australian Charity Orchestra

In 2017 WACO launched its first year-long season including 9 performances in the year. The 
organisation grew to include the WA Wind Symphony and the NHarmonic Chorale. In its first 
ever public performance, the WA Wind Symphony participated in the WA State Band 
Championships and took home the A division championship trophy. The WACO ensembles 
continued to reach for higher standards tackling works such as Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 
5, Philip Sparke’s Music of the Spheres, Gustav Holst’s The Planets and John Rutter’s 
Requiem.

Rather than fundraising for other charities, WACO is now a charity itself that seeks to do its 
own work in the community and to partner with other charities to change lives through music. 
For all performances at Churchlands, 
10% of tickets are given away to 
charity partners to pass on to their 
beneficiaries. 

In 2018 WACO’s membership has 
grown to be the largest it has ever 
been with over 200 volunteers. In 
March and April this year WACO will 
run its first nursing home concert 
series tour, bringing a variety of 
chamber ensembles to many nursing 
home residents across the Perth 
metropolitan area. The organisation is 
currently developing a prison concert 
series and educational programs, as 
well as looking to expand its impact in 
the community.
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The WA Wind Symphony receiving applause following their winning performance at the state band championships.

WACO musicians with rescue dog Carmen at the Dog's Refuge 
Home after visiting with, and playing for the rescue dogs.



Samuel Parry - Music Director
Sam founded the Western Australian Charity Orchestra in 
2008, and is now the music director of the organisation. In 
2017 Sam was awarded the Pride of Australia Medal for his 
contribution to the community through WACO.

In 2009, Sam graduated from WAAPA with a Bachelor of 
Music in Multiple-Woodwind Performance. He was the first 
student at the academy ever to study flute, oboe, clarinet, 
saxophone and bassoon in a single performance degree. 
Sam graduated with a Bachelor of Music Honours in 2017 
with first-class honours for his research into community and 
charity orchestras of Australia.

Sam is the woodwind and brass tutor at St Peter’s Primary 
School in Inglewood. He is a casual oboist with the West 

Australian Symphony Orchestra and the Perth Symphony Orchestra. Sam has performed with the WA 
Youth Orchestra, Fremantle Chamber Orchestra, WAAPA Faith Court Orchestra and UWA Symphony 
Orchestra.

Six months ago, Sam decided he wanted to learn the tuba. He now plays in a brass band and a brass 
quintet. He prides himself on his collection of weird and wonderful musical instruments from around 
the world, with his current favourites being the otamatone, hulusi and melodica.

Adrian Soares - Guest Artist
Adrian is a music student at UWA, and is a recipient of the prestigious Tunley Scholarship at the 
university, studying piano with Graeme Gilling. He began learning piano at the age of 7, and also 
studied clarinet and saxophone through high school at Trinity College.

Adrian has competed and won prizes in numerous eisteddfods, competitions and festivals in Perth. He 
completed his A.Mus.A (AMEB) for piano in 2012, received the Waveney Wansborough Prize at UWA 
in 2016, and has performed in many masterclasses with many highly regarded pianists and musicians 
from Australia and internationally.

Adrian currently works with many ensembles, 
instrumentalists and singers in Perth, including 
the WA Youth Orchestra, WA Opera, UWA 
Orchestra, UWA Symphonic Chorus, Perth Choral 
Institute, Fremantle Women’s Choir, and WACO. 
He regularly sings with VOYCES, Giovanni 
Consort and Schola Aedis Christi, and sang in the 
National Youth Choir of Australia in 2017.

In 2017, Adrian made his debut with WASO 
performing Ravel’s Piano Concerto in G. He has 
played with WASO for WA Ballet’s production of 
Great Gatsby, and will be playing with the WASO 
Chorus on their China tour this May.

~ Programme ~

"O Fortuna" from Carmina Burana
Carl Orff

"Infernal Dance", "Berceuse", "Finale", from The Firebird
Igor Stravinsky

Bohemian Rhapsody
Freddie Mercury arr. Samuel Parry

1812 Overture
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

~ Interval ~

Rhapsody in Blue
Featuring guest artist Adrian Soares
George Gershwin

When You Believe from "The Prince of Egypt"
Stephen Schwartz arr. Audrey Snyder & Samuel Parry

The Typewriter
Leroy Anderson

The Lion King Suite for Choir and Orchestra
Elton John and Tim Rice arr. Crafton Beck
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